Gram-negative enteric isolates are routinely screened for urease and phenylalanine deaminase activity. Urease activity is specific for Proteus species; however, a few Enterobacter species produce small amounts of urease (1) . Phenylalanine deaminase production without urease activity distinguishes the Providencia from Proteus species which produce both enzymes (2) . We observed that phenylalanine deaminase activity is not always present in Proteus vulgaris.
While using phenylalanine media (Difco) to identify possible Proteus and Providencia isolates from stool specimens, it was noted that one "Proteus-like colony" was phenylalanine-negative. The test for phenylalanine deaminization was performed as follows. Two to five drops of a 10% aqueous solution of ferric chloride was added to the slants of a 24-hr culture of phenylalanine-agar (Difco). Production of a green color on the slants of the agar tubes indicates a positive test.
Further investigation of the biochemical reactions of this isolate classified the bacterium as P. vulgaris. Other biochemical reactions of this P.
vulgaris isolate are listed in Table 1 . Two additional strains of bacteria reacting with the same atypical biochemical pattern were subsequently isolated from different sources. It should, therefore, be recognized that some P. vulgaris isolates fail to deaminate phenylalanine; however, these isolates follow other normal biochemical and cultural patterns. The laboratory importance of this Proteus isolate has not yet been fully recognized; however, improper identification of this bacterium as Enterobacter could occur if complete biochemical analyses were not accomplished, since Enterobacter, as well as other Enterobacteriaceae, produces small amounts of urease and may mimic Proteus in this respect.
Since urease activity is used as the sole criterion to differentiate Proteus species from other enteric 
